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CAVANAGH, Michelle: Margaret Holmes The Life and Times of an Australian Peace 

Campaigner 

New Holland Publishers (Australia) P/L, Published in 2006, ISBN 1-74110-465-3 

This is the untold story of an Australian peace legend. Spirited and strong-willed, Margaret 

Holmes was shaped by some of the twentieth century's most defining moments in war and 

peace. 

Born into a wealthy, professional family, in leafy Wahroonga, Margaret discovered pacifism 

at Sydney University, married a doctor and had six children. She was already being watched 

by ASIO when, in 1960, she formed the NSW branch of the Women's International League 

for Peace and Freedom. 

Speaking out against Australia's involvement in the Vietnam War, apartheid in South Africa 

and chemical and biological weapons, Margaret was made a Member of the Order of 

Australia in 2001. 

This book is a celebration of what one woman can achieve in her lifetime. 

 

CAVANAGH, Michelle: Australian Dictionary of Biography, Shen, Margaret (1942-

1994) 

Published online in 2018, http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/shen-margaret-20708 
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